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BATON RELAY  
 

On 12 September members representing 1st Cambridge, 
4th Cambridge, 2nd Sawston, 1st Soham and 1st Saffron 
Walden were privileged to represent Cambridgeshire 
Battalion in the National Baton relay 
 
Some background information.   
On Tuesday 14th August members of The Boys' Brigade 
from England, Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales 
met HM The Queen at Balmoral Castle in Scotland. The 
young men delivered a message of loyal greeting from 
members of The Boys' Brigade on the occasion of HM 
the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee. The Queen handed over 
her reply personally and The Boys’ Brigade then started 
to deliver the Queens reply to its members in an 
unusual way.  
The Queen’s message was contained within a silver 
baton which began its journey at Balmoral Castle on    
14 August and was passed from BB Battalion to BB 
Battalion in a variety of unusual ways. The Baton first 
travelled through Scotland and then it went on to 
Northern Ireland. From Northern Ireland it visited the 
Republic of Ireland before flying to Newcastle where it 
began its journey throughout England.  
 
So what did we do? 
Thanks to Professor Ian White the Master at Jesus 

College we were delighted to be able to use the Masters Lodge at the College for a small ceremony. We 
were also privileged to have The Lord Lieutenant of Cambridgeshire Hugh Duberley in attendance. He 
showed great interest in the B.B. and spoke to many Boys and Officers. 
Boys from the 4th Cambridge carried the baton from their Church to the College and were greeted by a 
fanfare from a member of the 2nd Sawston band. The message to the Queen was read out and the Lord 
Lieutenant gave a small address to all assembled. At the end of the ceremony the 2nd Sawston band gave a 
short display and then retired to the Masters Lodge for refreshments. The other Companies then 
transported the baton on punts down the Cam in some very wet weather. 
 
From Cambridge the Baton then travelled to Bedfordshire and then on to London and the Brigade Council 
where the Queens message was read out. 
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This was a great day for our Battalion and having five Companies take part was brilliant. We must record 
our thanks to Brent for organising the event. All members who took part were given a special 
commemorative t-shirt and some free food on the way home!   
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